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SITUATION OVERVIEW

In July and August, the dire humanitarian situation was further exacerbated 
by water shortages, with drought reported in two thirds of the country. 
The poorly distributed March-April-June rainy season affected nearly 
40,000 people, a situation that is expected to continue until early 2022 
and that can force thousands out of their homes. This adds to the more 
than half million people that have been displaced since the start of the 
year due to conflict. Moreover, by the end of August, less than 1 per 
cent of the population was fully vaccinated against COVID-19, partly due 
to an unpredictable supply of vaccines and financial challenges faced by 
humanitarian partners to support the roll out of vaccines.

The current funding to respond to humanitarian needs in 
Somalia is the worst in six years and many interventions 
risk to be discontinued. Humanitarian partners are struggling to 
meet the basic needs of nearly half of Somalia’s total population, 
whose situation has been aggravated by this year’s natural hazards, 
political tensions, COVID-19 and a desert locust invasion. 

The humanitarian crisis in Somalia, characterized by both natural and conflict, is one of the most complex and longstanding emergencies 
in the world. Due to decades of poverty, marginalization, armed violence, insecurity, political instability, natural hazards and lack of 
development, the humanitarian situation remains critical in the country. Recurrent natural disasters have been devastating for Somali 
communities and continue to drive displacement, while ongoing conflict impacts protection and human rights, reduce resilience and 
hinder access to basic services. 

IOM Somalia Programme Support Unit: iomsomaliapsu@iom.int somalia.iom.int Follow: IOM Somalia
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5.9 million people  
in need of urgent humanitarian 
and protection assistance

2.9 million Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs)  
due to conflict and natural hazards

31,000 drought-affected 
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EMERGENCY & POST-CRISIS

WOMEN PARTICIPATION PROJECT
IOM’s Women Participation Project aims to positively change the role of 
women in areas of displacement, by empowering them to have a more active 
role in camp life and thus ensuring their voices are heard and programmes 
meet their needs. Read more here. 

In August, a one-week football tournament took place in the IDP site 
of Kabasa, Dolow, attended by over 2,000 people. The tournament was 
contested by eight different football teams made up of young men from 
Kabasa. The competition was designed and organized by members of the 
Women Committee residing in the site, as they maintained it would distract 
youth from the dangers of drug use and association with extremist groups. 
The women’s group managed the tournament throughout, making regular 
speeches to the teams, and handing out the final trophy.

In addition, community dialogue sessions were organized at the 
IOM-supported information centres to discuss topics concerning women’s 
participation, including role, responsibilities, action and rights, as well as skill-
training for women. 

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENT
As the co-chair of the CCCM Cluster, IOM facilitated focus group 
discussions in Baidoa attended by residents from different IDP sites coming 
from various backgrounds, including those from minority groups. The 
discussions aimed to get a bold understanding and honest feedback about 
CCCM activities and interventions. The activity will help humanitarian 
partners to closely monitor and adapt programming to meet the needs of 
the community. 

COMPLAINTS AND FEEDBACK MECHANISM (CFM)
IOM continues to maintain a robust complaints and feedback mechanism 
in IDP sites. Static complaints desks are available throughout 15 different 
information centres in Baidoa, Kismayo and Dolow. Community members 
can also choose to speak to IOM directly using a toll-free hotline. Moreover, 
to ensure no one is missed, IOM visits door-to-door vulnerable members 
of the community, such as the elderly and people with disabilities, to give 
them the opportunity to ask a question or register a complaint.  

COVID-19 INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS
IOM continued to conduct COVID-19 awareness raising sessions in 
Baidoa, Kismayo and Dolow to strengthen the community’s access to 
information about COVID-19. Sessions were conducted in a variety of 
ways; with door-to-door messaging as well as with small group sessions 
with community representatives, and other persons of influence. Teams 
also used mobile loudspeakers in public areas to reach more people. 

Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management Cluster (CCCM)

239 IDP sites supported in BAIDOA
2 IDP sites supported in DOLOW

99 IDP sites supported in KISMAYO

Camp Coordination  
and Camp Management (CCCM)

IOM improves the living conditions of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in sites and 
settlements and ensures equitable access to services and assistance of all persons in 
need in the regions of Kismayo, Dolow and Baidoa. IOM is the co-lead of the CCCM 
Cluster in Somalia.

40 WOMEN trained in TYE-DYE  
and TRADITIONAL WEAVING

126 WOMEN trained in LEADERSHIP  
and GOVERNANCE

8 COMMUNITY DIALOGUE sessions 
attended by 400 WOMEN AND MEN

40 WOMEN SHOPKEEPER received  
CASH GRANTS to improve their 

businesses

71 sessions conducted reached 
67,276 people in Baidoa

46 sessions conducted reached  
2,688 people in Dolow

66 sessions conducted reached   
59,777 people in Kismayo

49 CLEAN UP CAMPAIGNS 
organized in Dolow, Baidoa and Kismayo

412 MEN and 693 WOMEN 
participated in TRAININGS ON 

CAMP MANAGEMENT

3,508 TICKETS opened of which 3,122 
were RESPONDED to and CLOSED

Women Participation Project:

Awareness raising sessions:

CFM Cases:
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)

Adequate access to Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) is essential to prevent 
dehydration and reduce the risk of water-related diseases such as diarrhoea, 
cholera and other potential outbreaks. IOM Somalia WASH programme focuses 
on the immediate provision of WASH services to affected populations across 
Somalia whilst IOM works closely with the government to identify sustainable 
water solutions to address acute water needs in the country.

SKILLS TRAINING FOR VULNERABLE YOUTH 
A total of 142 students participated in IOM’s Technical, Vocational and 
Education Training (TVET) programme in Kismayo and Baidoa. The project 
was launched in April with funding from the African Development Bank 
(AfDB) to enhance the skills of vulnerable youth residing in IDP sites and 
impoverish areas of the city. The training aims to provide the students 
with skills in WASH-related fields, including plumbing and solar electricity. 
In addition, based on the youth’s needs and interests, they can also attend 
tailored training on sewing and embroidery. During the reporting period, 
IOM conducted a monitoring visit to the Kismayo Technical Institute, 
where they met with the trainers and students currently enrolled there. 

The programme represents a life-changing opportunity for most of the 
students as they did not have the prospect of a better future or could not 
further their education. Some of them have already engaged in gainful jobs 
where they are applying the new skills, and said they feel “more hopeful 
and determined to succeed.”

CERF RAPID RESPONSE 
IOM continued the activities under the CERF Rapid Response (RR) started 
in April. The project was initiated as an emergency response to the drought 
declared in Mudug and Sanaag to prevent further displacement of affected 
populations and improve their well-being. Through emergency water 
trucking, IOM provided sufficient safe water to nearly 4,000 vulnerable 
families residing in rural areas of Ceel Afweyn and Hobyo, Galmudug State. 

Emergency water trucking to drought-affected populations, particularly in 
certain regions in Somalia, has become a cyclical intervention as rainfall 
patterns have become increasingly unpredictable. This intervention is 
usually a short-term, life-saving response for populations affected by 
disruptions in water supply or who lack access to sustainable water points. 

31,000 drought-affected communities  
reached across two districts with nearly  

8 MILLION LITRES of WATER

98,664 PEOPLE reached through  
SHALLOW WELLS with over  

46.5 MILLION LITRES of WATER

11,167 PEOPLE reached with  
HYGIENE PROMOTION activities

1,020 HYGIENE KITS distribution

78,450 PEOPLE reached through  
rehabilitated BOREHOLES with over  
22.4 MILLION LITRES of WATER

Emergency water supply 
through water trucking:

Sustainable water supply:

Hygiene promotion:
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Health

IOM delivers and promotes accessible, equitable and comprehensive, preventive 
and curative health programmes which contributes towards the physical, mental 
and social well-being of migrants, enabling them and host communities to 
achieve social and economic development. IOM aims to deliver basic health 
care services for migrants and mobile populations who face many obstacles 
in accessing essential health care services due to the recurrent drought and 
continuous conflict.

COVID-19 RESPONSE

IOM has been supporting the Ministry of Health COVID-19 response at 
National and Federal level through coordination meetings and projects 
aimed to detect, prevent, and mitigate the impact of the disease. IOM is 
currently supporting to operationalized two COVID-19 isolation centres 
in Dhobley and Baidoa through seconded health workers and medical 
supplies. In the centre, health workers conducted screening, testing, 
admission as well as management of confirmed COVID cases.

405 INDIVIDUALS screened for 
COVID-19 SYMPTOMS. No one 

exhibited any symptoms of COVID-19

539 INDIVIDUALS REACHED with 
AWARENESS RAISING ACTIVITIES

IOM provided essential health care 
services to IDPs, host communities, 
migrants and returnees through 16 

static health facilities, 4 mobile clinics, 
2 transit centers and 2 Migration 

Response Centres (MRCs).

Electricy training, Kismayo. © IOM 2021



52,098 INDIVIDUALS visited 
IOM supported health facilities 

for consultations 

14,228 CHILDREN were 
IMMUNIZED 

1,147 BABIES DELIVERED at 
supported health facilities 

20,633 CHILDREN screened 
for MALNUTRITION 

701 CHILDREN with SEVERE 
ACUTE MALNUTRITION 

(SAM) admitted for treatment 

2,684 CHILDREN referred 
with MODERATE ACUTE 

MALNUTRITION 

8,805 PEOPLE reached through 
HEALTH outreach campaigns 
by community health workers
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In July, in coordination with the Ministry of Health, IOM and a MIDA 
diaspora expert finalized the first draft of the Standard Operative 
Procedures (SOPs) intended to serve as a reference document to ensure 
the consistency of procedures used to manage COVID-19 cases at the 
Dhobley point of entry, located in the border with Kenya.

MENTAL HEALTH AND PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT

IOM provided MHPSS services to IDPs and conflict-affected communities 
who are facing mental illnesses in Baidoa, Dolow and Kismayo through 
IOM-supported health clinics. IOM donated equipment to community 
centres in these locations, including sport equipment, arts, musical 
items, and furniture. COVID-19 reduced opportunities for people to 
relax, interact, share ideas, and focus on personal expression in these 
communities. These items will assist in reducing both communal and 
personal stress and tension; contributing to fostering social cohesion by 
bringing persons together to express themselves, socialize, create, and be 
active members of the community. 

Furthermore, a team of clinicians from the community as well as youth 
volunteers were recruited and received training on Psychological First Aid 
(PFA). The clinicians visited patients at home and provided counselling 
sessions on MHPSS and Gender-Based-Violence (GBV) at the different 
facilities, as well as coordinated referrals. The project aims to improve 
the well-being of individuals, building their emotional resilience, and 
strengthening social cohesion whilst empowering youth as peacebuilders. 

Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

IOM Somalia Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) strives to provide localized, 
up-to-date information on the basic  needs of the target population, cross border 
mobility, displacement figures and trends in drought affected areas.

HUMANITARIAN CYCLE PROCESS (HPD) DEEP DIVE WORKSHOP

DTM contributed with technical analysis support to the Humanitarian Cycle 
Process (HPC) Deep Dive Workshops for 2022 which is led by OCHA. 
These workshops aimed to establish shared understanding of the causes of 
humanitarian needs, key impacts on demographic groups and geographical 
areas and improved the understanding of how to better consider cross 
cutting themes such as inclusion or Accountability to Affected Populations 
into upcoming workshops.  

DTM provided data to support analysis on the impact on people, on 
services and on humanitarian access. In addition, DTM was the technical 
lead on the “Impact on Services” theme and produced a joint analysis 
with OCHA, REACH Initiative and the CCCM Cluster that was presented 
in August. Findings will be finalized and shared by OCHA in the coming 
months. Strengthening joint analysis across all humanitarian sectors is 
also a key component of the Grand Bargain, which IOM and DTM are 
committed to.

FLOW MONITORING POINTS

Cabudwaaq

Dolow

Dhobley

Lowyacado

Harirad

Buuhoodle

Bosaso

Presence per district

Flow Monitoring Points 

Movements tracked: 
22,900 ( July), 24,008 (August)
 at 7 Flow Monitoring Points

Visit the DTM Somalia
Website to learn more

48%
ENTRIES
INTO SOMALIA

77.5%
EXISTS
FROM SOMALIA
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FLOW MONITORING ACTIVITIES

IOM continued its Flow Monitoring (FM) activities aimed to gather 
information on migratory flows in the country. FM activities provide regular 
and updated information on the size and profile of population movements. 
The information is collected by enumerators at seven Flow Monitoring 
Points (FMP) who also share information with migrants and displaced 
populations on COVID-19 and services available. The information and 
analysis provided by FM aims to contribute to improved understanding 
of shortcomings and priorities in the provision of assistance along the 
migratory routes. During the reporting period, IOM published two 
monthly dashboards that can be accessed here. 

BASELINE 2 (B2) EXERCISE 

B2 is a component of IOM’s Mobility Tracking (MT) exercise that aims 
to quantify presence of population categories within defined locations 
at a given time. B2 is the second phase of MT and is conducted at the 
settlement level in wah (neighbourhoods), tulo (villages) and IDP sites. This 
second phase gathers information on settlements including estimations of 
number of households and individuals disaggregated by each population 
category. This information is collected in the field through key informants’ 
interviews and direct observations and triangulated with other data sources 
to inform partners on settlements and population presence. During this 
reporting period, a total of 42 enumerators in Puntland received training 
on data collection and they started to collect data in Bari, Mudug and 
Nugaal regions.

TRANSITION & RECOVERY

Community Stabilization

IOM’s Community Stabilization program addresses the multifaceted drivers of 
instability caused by conflict and climate change to support communities and the 
Somali Government to restore peace and lay the foundations for a longer term, 
sustainable recovery. IOM does so by designing and implementing activities that 
restore trust horizontally between communities - meaning rebuilding the social 
contract between conflicting groups - and vertically between communities and 
government authorities in newly recovered and displacement affected areas.

BUUFOW VILLAGE BUSH CLEARANCE

IOM started a brush clearance activity on the Main Supply Route (MSR) 
connecting the strategic coastal town of Marka with the newly recovered 
area surrounding Janaale. The area, located in the outskirts of Buufow 
village, a strategic midpoint between the two towns and an important 
node in the agricultural supply chain of the region, was recovered from 
al-Shabaab by the Federal Government of Somalia in March 2020.

The brush clearance, done under the EU-funded Daryeel project, employed 
100 IDPs and community members from Buufow to clear the road and 
enable safe passage for vehicles and pedestrians, facilitating security patrols 
while simultaneously enabling the resumption of trade and commerce. The 
activity provided vulnerable communities with short-term employment, 

17,200 people benefited from 
PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE

100 people engaged in  
CASH-FOR-WORK activities

Community meeting. © IOM 2021

Dhobley FMP. © Foresight/IOM 2020

Buufow bush clearance. © IOM 2021



improved the security of the town and the nearby IDP sites, injected cash 
into the local economy, and contributed to strengthening trust between 
civilians, security forces and local authorities in efforts to stabilize the area. 
Furthermore, the activity engaged host communities and IDPs in a region 
that has suffered from severe inter-communal tensions over many years. 
The activity will also facilitate access for IOM, government, and non-profit 
organizations to expand stabilization and development efforts throughout 
the region.

WOMEN COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE IN ADALE

IOM supported a women’s group to lead an environmental activity in Adale 
district, Hirshabelle State to enhance ‘togetherness’ amongst community 
members, promote peace and mitigate climate change while enhancing 
environmental awareness. During the activity, IOM trained 35 community 
members on environmental awareness, conservation, and waste disposal 
which empowered the participants to organize communal cleaning on a 
monthly basis, promote awareness on good hygiene practices with regards 
to waste management as well as to plant 50 moringa saplings in different 
parts of the town to mitigate desertification. IOM also constructed a locally 
appropriate waste disposal site as part of the activity, which together with 
the sanitation tools, will be maintained by the district authorities.

The activity contributes towards trust both horizontally (between 
communities) and vertically (between local authorities and constituents), 
which are the two primary goals of Daryeel programme. Through the 
activity, the women’s group were able to have a better understanding of 
the positive impact of their actions and include other members of the 
community to participate in the cleaning. The activity will also incentivize 
behavior change and sustainability through provision of additional tools on 
a bi-monthly basis until November 2021.

In addition, the Hirshabelle Ministry of Interior, the Hirshabelle Ministry of 
Women, and Human Rights, as well as the District Commissioner of Adale 
District, were supported to take the lead on this activity. Communities will 
be able to see how the local government are championing a grassroots 
initiative that addresses environmental issues in their district, which 
therefore contributes to increased trust. Lastly, by supporting women-led 
initiatives, Daryeel programming encourages other women to take on 
leadership roles and develop initiatives that can benefit their community.

PLURAL + FILMS SCREENING 

In July, Civil Society Organizations in Baidoa and Kismayo organized 
community screenings of seven short films that were produced by men 
and women affected by conflict as part of a project by UNAOC and 
IOM to encourage youth around the world to make their voices heard 
on themes of xenophobia, safe worship, and solidarity amid COVID-19. 
Somali men and women used this opportunity to showcase the skills they 

Disengagement, Disassociation,  
Reintegration and Reconciliation (DDRR)

IOM works with marginalized youth at risk in Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) 
and social cohesion, and supports the Federal Government of Somalia’s National 
Programme for the Treatment and Handling of Disengaged Combatants.

“Our group should be 
based on unity, and not 

on tribes. We wanted to 
collectively take part in 
acts that benefitted our 

town, whether it was raising 
awareness, cleaning the 

town, or restoring peace 
when conflict arises.”

Woman from the community 

“These women are better 
at embracing the meaning 

of community than 
their men counterparts. 

They’re involved in 
community affairs, cleaning, 

peacekeeping, and they 
respond to emergencies.”

Man from the community

VIDEO: Women Combating Climate 
Change in Somalia

Mural painting activity. © IOM 2021
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learned during their computer literacy and graphic design course at the 
rehabilitation centres. It was the first time that these men and women 
participated in a film production and completed the entire filming processes 
by themselves. Community members were invited to watch the films and 
participated in a follow-up community dialogue about social issues that 
they face collectively. 

MURALS PAINTING

IOM completed the mural painting workshops at the male and female 
rehabilitation centres in Kismayo and Baidoa. During the months of July 
and August new art pieces emerged on the walls of the centres, telling 
the collective stories of men and women affected by conflict. The creative 
process, rich with symbolism and metaphorical expression, enabled the 
Somali men and women connect with one another as a group, and share 
their stories of hardship and hope, while reimagining a better future. They 
were able to explore the notion of identity and their sense of belonging 
on an individual and collective level - intangible elements that are key to 
psychosocial wellbeing. The mural’s painting activity was facilitated by 
local artists in close collaboration with IOM social workers. Art-therapy 
techniques were used to create a safe space for storytelling and sharing.

BEAUTY SALON TVET PRACTICAL TESTS 

As part of IOM’s economic reintegration activities, IOM provides Technical 
and Vocational Education Training (TVET) to male disengaged combatants 
and women formerly associated with violent extremist groups during their 
rehabilitation phase. 

In August 2021, based on demand from beneficiaries, IOM recruited 
instructors to start a TVET course in beauty salon, and include training 
in manicure/pedicure, makeup application, henna, hair styling, and facials/
body scrubs. As part of the interview process, candidates were required to 
conduct a practical test. Women’s rehabilitation center participants were 
invited to participate in the practical tests as the models for the candidates, 
resulting in three people receiving manicures, henna art, makeup application 
and hair styling. 

MIGRATION GOVERNANCE & DEVELOPMENT

Immigration and  
Border Management (IBM)

IOM supports the Government of Somalia in promoting safe and orderly 
migration, securing borders and building the capacity of immigration officials. 

TRAINING ON HUMAN RESOURCES INFORMATION 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (HRMIS) 

IOM, in coordination with the Immigration and Naturalization Department 
(IND), embarked on a month-long training across its five regional branches. 
The training was facilitated by a diaspora expert from IOM’s Migration for 
Development in Africa (MIDA) programme with the objective of improving 
INDs administrative capacity to manage activities implemented under the 
Human Resources (HR) department. The month-long training targeted 40 
HR staff from INDs main regional branches of Garowe, Dhusamareb, Baidoa, 
Mogadishu and Kismayo; with additional participants from other Ports of Entry. 

"Xenophobia brings heartbreak, 
depression and isolation 
to those clans who are 

discriminated by other clans." 

Member from the audience

"When there is a food 
distribution, we should not 

be finger pointed because we 
belong to a minority clan. We 
are like the rest of the people 

and our rights should be 
respected." 

Community member  
from a minority group

Henna, beauty salon. © IOM 2021

Kheydar border point. © IOM 2021
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IMPROVEMENTS OF KHEYDAR BORDER POINT

In 2020, IOM constructed a new land border post in Kheydar, located in 
Gurciel District in Galmudug region. This land border is a main point of 
entry (PoE) between Somalia and Ethiopia. In August 2021, IOM procured 
Migration Information and Data Analysis (MIDAS) systems for the PoE. 
The border was still recording data manually. With the purchase of the 
new MIDAS system, the PoE will now collect, process, store, and analyze 
traveler information in real time. It will enable the PoE to more effectively 
monitor those entering and exiting Somalia. 

In addition, IOM staff conducted the installation, configuration and training 
for 4 Immigration officers based at the PoE. The training will equip the 
officers with the knowledge of operating the MIDAS system.

DIASPORA ENGAGEMENT POLICY

IOM supported the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation in holding a meeting to kick start a new project that aims 
to develop the first Somali National Diaspora Policy. Over 130 people 
attended the meeting, coming from a wide range of stakeholders including 
key line ministries, political leaders, civil society organizations, women, 
and youth groups as well as academia. The policy will be the Federal 
Government’s framework to engage the Somali diaspora in efforts to 
encourage them to participate in the development agenda of Somalia. 
Read press note here. 

Additionally, as a series of consultative meetings that will be held in all 
Member States of the Federal Government of Somalia, IOM supported 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation to organize 
the first two consultative meetings on diaspora engagement in Baidoa and 
Dhusamareeb. Through these meetings, IOM is supporting the authorities 
to determine a series of policy objectives that will enhance the contribution 
of Somali diaspora in the country’s development. 

MIGRATION FOR DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA (MIDA) FINNSOM

HEALTH: TRAINING ON NEONATAL RESUSCITATION

A diaspora expert and a local doctor facilitated a training course on neonatal 
resuscitation in Kismayo General Hospital attended by 23 participants, 
including doctors, nurses, and midwives, as well as other health workers 
from the Ministry of Health in Jubaland. The aim of the workshop was to 
enhance the capacity of health staff to perform high quality resuscitation 
of newly born babies. 

The diaspora expert that facilitated the training is part of IOM’s MIDA 
FINNSOM programme and is currently finalizing her assignment as a 
Senior Paediatrician in Banadir Hospital in Mogadishu. The training was 
also supported by two other MIDA experts based in Kismayo.

Labour Mobility and  
Human Development (LHD)

IOM promotes pathways of labour migration, enhancing coordination for 
diaspora engagement, strengthening institutional capacity, and mitigating the 
drivers of irregular migration. 

34 DIASPORA EXPERTS,  
69 LOCAL INTERNS and
24 LOCAL EXPERTS, placed in  
different institutions across the country:

24 Diaspora expert 
in EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

17 Diaspora experts 
in MINISTRIES

34 Diaspora experts in 
HOSPITALS and  
HEALTH INSTITUTIONS

IOM currently supports 22 Ports of 
Entry in Somalia, and it includes 10 
airports, 5 seaports and 7 land posts.

Dr. Mubarack, MIDA participant.  
© Spotlight/IOM 2021

Dr. Ubah, MIDA participant.  
© Spotlight/IOM 2021
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EDUCATION: TEACHER TRAINING

The education technical advisor working with the Ministry of Education in 
Puntland under the MIDA FINNSOM project facilitated a teacher training 
in Badhan, Sanaag. The training brought together a total of 50 teachers 
from 10 different villages across the Sanaag region. The workshop focused 
on addressing gaps in teachers’ subject matter and pedagogical knowledge 
and aimed to improve the skills of the teachers. 

COMMUNITY-BASED REINTEGRATION

In August, IOM’s local partner SOYDAVO organized activities aimed to 
strengthen the social links between returnees and communities of return, 
whilst enhancing peer-to-peer support and psychosocial services. 

HYGIENE AND COVID-19 AWARENESS RAISING 

IOM continued to conduct awareness raising sessions on hygiene, 
sanitation, and COVID-19 in Mogadishu, Bosaso and Hargeisa under 
the EU-IOM Joint Initiative programme. The sessions are conducted by 
returnees and host communities. These types of activities enhance the 
social and psychosocial reintegration process of returning migrants into 
their communities of origin. Furthermore, returnees working as hygiene 
promoters can reach other returning migrants, often marginalized and 
stigmatized. 

IOM also conducted a pre-departure fitness to travel and COVID-19 
awareness for 2 families who were resettled to Canada and UK respectively. 

TRAINING ON CHILD PROTECTION FOR MIGRANT CHILDREN

IOM co-facilitated an in-person training with Unicef on child protection 
for migrant children. It was attended by staff from the Migrant Response 
Centre (MRC), government representatives and civil society organizations. 
The training aimed at increasing knowledge of child protection practices 
for migrant children both stranded in the country as well as returning 
migrants. It also strengthened the collaboration between the MRC, IOM, 
Unicef and relevant actors and stakeholders.  

Migrant Protection  
and Assistance (MPA)

IOM provides technical expertise in areas of migration policy, administrative 
and operational practices, procedures for countering human trafficking and 
smuggling, and direct assistance to migrants.

110 INDIVIDUALS reached through 
AWARENESS-RAISING SESSIONS 

on the PSYCHOSOCIAL impact of 
migration and return

7 INDIVIDUALS, including newly 
arrived and previously trained 

returnees, attended a ONE-DAY 
TRAINING on MENTORSHIP and 

MENTOR-MENTEE

30 COMMUNITY MEMBERS and 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS reached 

through a three-day TRAINING on 
psychosocial skills, PSYCHOSOCIAL 

SUPPORT, and REFERRALS

• 50 LATRINES constructed 
and 50 HANDWASHING facilities 

installed in Mogadishu

• 4 RETURNEES trained and 
hired as hygiene promoters 

IOM DEVELOPMENT FUND
DEVELOPING CAPACITIES IN MIGRATION MANAGEMENT

Ethiopian woman in the MRC Hargeisa. ©  
Claudia Rosel/IOM 2021

Video for World Humanitarian Day 2021: The race against climate change in Somalia
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